
Gregory C. Byers         Cellist, Bassist, Educator, Clinician 

315 SE Main St. #401 Minneapolis, MN 55414 cellogreg@gmail.com 585-797-5762 

SELECT TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

Instructor                                                                                                                              2008 - Present 

Private Studio; Minneapolis, Minnesota                                                                                 

• Instruct a wide range of ages and skill levels on cello, bass, guitar, violin 

• Develop technique, individuality, and repertoire from standard literature 

• Provide performance and recording opportunities for students 

   

Artist Mentor                                                                                                                        2018 - Present 

Electrify Your Strings                                                                                  

• High energy rock/pop concert featuring middle & high school orchestras  

• Rehearse music, direct choreography, mentor Students, lead the performance 

• 2,500 students in San Antonio; 400-600 in St. Cloud, MN; Duncan, SC; Maysville, KY  

Faculty                                                                                                                                      2019 - Present 

MacPhail Center for Music; Minneapolis, Minnesota   

• Teach private lessons on upright bass, bass guitar, cello 

• Conduct rehearsals for orchestra and jazz band at Park Center Senior High 

• Instruct students virtually through @Home and Summer Rock Camp 

   

Cello Instructor                                                                                                                         2019 - 2020 

Riverview West Side School of Excellence; Saint Paul, Minnesota  

• Instructed 3rd and 5th grade students in beginning cello 

• Teacher trained in LDA, ACES, and Clover Model 

• Harmony Project; part of Greater Twin Cities Youth Symphonies 

Strings Faculty                                                                                                                             2012 - 2015 

 Saint Paul Conservatory of Music; Saint Paul, Minnesota 

• Instruct grade school students in bass, cello, guitar  

• Advance community outreach through group guitar lessons in public schools 

• Instill music appreciation to develop a life-long passion towards music as art 

Instructor                                                                                                                                     2010 - 2013 

 Along Came Music, Saint Paul, Minnesota 

• Instructed students with an array of experience levels at their residence 

• Offered lessons in cello, bass, violin, viola, piano, and guitar 

Adjunct Professor                                                                                                                       2012 - 2013 

McNally Smith College of Music; Saint Paul, Minnesota   

• Instructed private undergraduate cello students in classical and modern styles 

• Tutored music theory, ear training, and sight singing 

• Cultivated professional development outside the classroom 

Graduate Assistant & Tutor                                                                                                     2009 - 2010 

 California Institute of the Arts, Valencia, California 

• Instructed undergraduate students in cello 

• Tutored students in music theory & ear training 

• Directed small jazz ensemble, ran rehearsals, arranged music 

mailto:cellogreg@gmail.com
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SELECT FESTIVAL EXPERIENCE 

Guest Artist & Strings Faculty                                                                                         2017 - Present 

Mark Wood Rock Orchestra Camp; Olathe, Kansas 

• Direct Beatles Orchestra & Choir and Rock/Pop ensemble during week-long camp. 

• Lead clinics and masterclasses; topics include “Arranging for Rock Orchestra.”  

Guest Artist & Strings Faculty                                                                                                2012 - 2019 

Creative Strings Workshop; Columbus, Ohio 

• Coached two jazz ensembles and large orchestra during week-long camp. 

• Led clinics; topics include “Complex Time Signatures in Jazz.” 

• Performed on faculty showcases and community outreach concerts. 

Guest Artist & Strings Faculty                                                                                                2016 - 2019 

Eclectic Strings Day; Minneapolis, Minnesota 

• Coached 3 ensembles in modern string styles during one day music camp. 

• Hosted by the Minnesota String Orchestra Teachers Association. 

• Led clinics; topics include “Singing Through your Instrument” 

SELECT WORKSHOP EXPERIENCE 

  

String Summit:                                                                                                                                         2020 

• Multi-Style Cello Mastery 

Roseville Area High School:                                                                                                                2020 

• Skylife: How to perform the Turtle Island arrangement for String Orchestra 

Belmont University:                                                                                                                                2019 

• Commercial Cello: Articulation and Phrasing for Funk, Rock & Pop 

Minnesota String & Orchestra Teachers Association All-State Workshop:                       2019 

• Improvisation 101: Introducing Improvisation to String Orchestra 

American String Teachers Association National Conference (Albuquerque):                   2019 

• Intermediate Improvisation: Elevate your Knowledge and Fluency 

American String Teachers Association National Conference (Atlanta):                             2018 

• Art of the Jazz Duo: Where Chamber Music meets Improvisation 

American String Teachers Association National Conference (Pittsburgh):                      2017 

• Recording 101: How to Prepare Students for Studio Recording 

New Directions Cello Festival:                                                                                                           2016 

• What’s Goin’ On? R&B Idioms for Lower Strings 
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FELLOWSHIPS, AWARDS, ENDORSEMENTS 

Zbigniew Seifert International Jazz Violin Competition:                                                         2020 

• Winner, International Journalists Award  

Coda Bow:                                                                                                                                                 2019 

• Endorsement 

Zbigniew Seifert International Jazz Violin Competition:                                                         2018 

• Semi-Finalist (only cellist to be selected) 

McKnight Fellowship for Musicians:                                                                                               2017 

• Finalist 

Peak Music Stands:                                                                                                                                 2017 

• Endorsement 

Xotic Effects:                                                                                                                                           2016 

• Endorsement 

NS Design:                                                                                                                                                 2015 

• Endorsement 

Eau Claire Jazz Festival Big Band Competition:                                                                             2013 

• Second Place 

• Outstanding Soloist 

American String Teachers Association Eclectic Strings Festival:                                         2012 

• Grand Prize, Overall Group Competition 

• First Place, College Group Division 

D’Addario Strings:                                                                                                                                 2010 

• Endorsement 

Downbeat Student Awards:                                                                                                                 2008 

• Blues/Pop/Rock Outstanding Performance 

Frost Symphony Orchestra Concerto Competition:                                                                  2008 

• Finalist 

Jo Amish Young Artist Competition:                                                                                                2004 

• First Place 

• Performed Saint-Saens Cello Concerto with Penfield Symphony Orchestra 

ASTA Potter’s Violins Instrument Award:                                                                                       2003 

• Winner, Rudoulf Doestch Cello & R. Siquiera Bow 

GRANTS 

Metropolitan Regional Arts Council:                                                                                            2020 

• 2020 Next Step Fund Recipient 

            

Minnesota State Arts Board:                                                                                                              2017 

• 2017 Artist Initiative Grant Recipient 

• Acoustic Cuisine: Music for Chamber Ensemble & Synergetic tasting menu 
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EDUCATION  

Master of Music in Performance - Strings                                                                         2011 - 2013 

McNally Smith College of Music, Saint Paul, Minnesota 

 GPA of 3.82 

Masters of Fine Arts in Performance/Composition                                                         2009 - 2010 

California Institute of the Arts, Valencia, California 

 GPA of 3.88 

   

Bachelor of Music in Instrumental Performance/Studio Music & Jazz                    2004 - 2008 

University of Miami, Coral Gables, Florida  

 GPA of 3.96 

 Summa Cum Laude - Thesis “Two Compositions with Improvisation  

For Cello and Small ensemble” 

 Pi Kappa Lambda Music Honors Society, Beta Beta chapter 

SELECT PERFORMANCE EXPERIENCE 

Minneapolis String Project                                                                                              2019 - Present 

Cellist, Bassist, Composer 

 Virtuosic Chamber Jazz/World Fusion featuring David Feily on guitar and Ernest 

Bisong on violin. Self-Produced EP recorded at the Institute of Production and 

Recording and River Rock Studios, MN. Performed 8 shows in 2019, including The Walker 

Art Center, Hewing Hotel, and the re-opening of Rice Park, MN. Finalist for MPR Class 

Notes Artist 2020. 

The String Showdown                                                                                                        2019 - Present 

Vocalist, Cellist, Bassist 

 Dueling Strings Duo Represented by G.L. Berg Entertainment, featuring Mike Lauer.  

byerSelf (Trio)                                                                                                                        2018 - Present 

Cellist, Bassist, Composer 

 Progressive cinematic/soul/jazz featuring Javier Santiago on keyboards and LA 

Buckner on drum set. Performed 25 shows in 2018 and 2019, including the South Miami 

Rotary Club Arts Festival, St. Clair Community College, MI, and Sunset Piano at the San 

Francisco Botanical Garden. Recorded and filmed 3 music videos in 2018 at A-Mill Artist 

Lofts in Minneapolis, MN.    

byerSelf (Solo)                                                                                                                        2018 - Present 

Vocalist, Cellist, Composer 

 Quirky singer/songwriter/cellist utilizing live looping and effects. Represented by 

Degy Entertainment since 2019. Performed 31 shows between 2018-2020, including Southern 

New Hampshire University, Texas State University (San Marcos), Lynchburg University, VA, 

and Washburn University, KS. Selected to showcase at NACA Northeast 2019, APCA Midwest 

2019, APCA South Central 2019, APCA Northeast 2019, APCA National 2020. 

River Songs & Tales with Mark Twain                                                                                              2018 

Bassist 

 Theatrical performances with VocalEssence throughout rural Minnesota.  

Featuring Don Shelby as Mark Twain and Sara Pajunen on Violin. 
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SELECT PERFORMANCE EXPERIENCE CONTINUED 

Radiochurch (Citizens Band)                                                                                                  2016 - 2017 

Bassist, Cellist, Vocalist, Violinist, Keyboardist, Composer   

 Energetic Hip-Hop/Soul/R&B/Pop with lyrics about social justice and activism; 

featuring Ellis Cleve on vocals, Jack Barrett on keyboards, Trevor Weist on guitar, and 

Lars Johnson on drum set. Performed 16 shows between 2016-2017, including Paisley Park 

Battle of the Bands 2017, Stone Arch Bridge Festival 2017, and Icehouse, MN. Self-produced 

album recorded at Hideaway Studios in Minneapolis, MN.  

Memento Anima                                                                                                                           2016  - 2017 

Cellist, Composer 

 Suite for looped cello and effect pedals performed live alongside pre-recorded 

visual accompaniment by Hannah Nemer. Performed 5 shows in 2016-2017, including New 

Directions Cello Festival 2016, Art-A-Whirl 2016, and Rochester Fringe Festival 2017. City 

Newspaper wrote "Byers’ looping and layering of his instrument was wonderful... In the 

space of an hour, he urged so much versatility from the strings.” 

Acoustic Cuisine                                                                                                                                      2017 

Cellist, Guitarist, Percussionist, Composer, Mixing Engineer   

 Multi-sensory food and music collaboration with Cafe Alma; featuring Becky 

Gaunt on violin and viola, Dave Hagedorn on percussion, Aaron Hedenstrom on 

saxophone and flute, Sten Johnson on trumpet and trombone, Ted Olsen on bass and 

Javier Santiago on keyboards. Performed 1 show at the Historic Mounds Theater, MN. 

Concert and Self-produced album funded by the Minnesota State Arts Board through the 

2017 Artists Initiative Grant. 

Our House: The Capitol Play Project                                                                                                2017 

Cellist, Percussionist 

 Theatrical work performed inside the capitol building in Saint Paul, MN.  

Presented by Wonderlust Productions. 

Raquel Sofia                                                                                                                                              2016 

Cellist, Vocalist 

 Performed live at the Latin GRAMMY Awards in Las Vegas, NV. 

Glimpse                                                                                                                                                        2015 

Cellist, Bassist, Composer, Mixing Engineer 

 Experimental, spliced Jazz/Funk/Fusion featuring Kevin Gastonguay on keyboards 

and Tyler Kloewer on drum set. Self-Produced EP recorded at Herb Studios, MN. 

Trans-Siberian Orchestra                                                                                                                    2012 

Cellist  

 Section cellist for classical crossover concerts in Duluth, MN and La Crosse, WI. 

Some Dark, Beautiful Morning                                                                                                           2011 

Cellist, Bassist, Mandolinist, Keyboardist, Composer 

 Orchestral, Japanese, and Latin music all influence this vivd exploration of jazz 

cello in modern music. EP recorded at Crossbridge Church in Miami, FL; released by 

Forward Motion Records. Performed 1 show in 2011 at Transit Lounge in Miami, FL. 
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SELECT RECORDING/ARRANGING EXPERIENCE 

San Francisco Conservatory of Music: Student Video Game Compositions                       2020 

• Cello, viola 

Kevin Bowe, Jessie Kay, Noah Levy, Jeff Victor, Joyann Parker: We’re Still Here                  2020 

• Cello, violin, viola 

Brian Laidlaw & The Family Trade: This Aster                                                                               2020 

• Cello, viola 

Javier Santiago: B-Sides: The Phoenix Sessions                                                                         2019 

• Cello, violin, viola 

Lewis Howes: School Of Greatness (Netflix)                                                                            2019 

• Cello 

Peter Morrow: Snow Bears (Theater)                                                                                         2019 

• Cello 

Ex Norwegian: Song of Many                                                                                                      2019 

• Cello 

Kat Perkins: A Kat Perkins Christmas Vol. 3                                                                              2018 

• Cello, Violin 

Peter Morrow: Baskerville: A Sherlock Holmes Mystery (Theater)                                      2018 

• Cello 

Hannah Nemer: The Rookie Season (Film Score)                                                                       2017 

• Guitar, Bass, Violin, Cello, Keyboard, Composition, Production 

Columbus Symphony Orchestra: Pops with Harmony Project                                              2017 

• Orchestration 

Lance Conrad & Ashley DuBose: Shame on Me                                                                         2017 

• Cello 

Davina and the Vagabonds: Nicollet and Tenth                                                                    2016 

• Upright Bass 

Omar Rodríguez-López: Birth of a Ghost                                                                                 2016 

• String Arranging 

Brian Laidlaw & The Family Trade: Jeremiad                                                                             2015 

• Cello, Upright Bass 

Frogleg: Self-Titled                                                                                                                          2015 

• Upright Bass 

Nathan Johnson: Don Jon (Film Score)                                                                                     2013 

• Cello 

Los Claxons: Camino a Encontrate                                                                                            2011 

• Cello 

Ed Hale: Ballad on Third Avenue                                                                                                2009 

• Cello 

Frost Wind Ensemble: Wolf Rounds                                                                                           2008 

• Upright Bass


